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Read This Before You Get 
into the Projects

What will I need to make the projects in this 
book?
Right, this is a very obvious question, but maybe more 
obvious as you would have thought. So, of course you'll 
need beads, but two different types of beads: seed and
bugle beads. The seed beads are quite small and they're 
the main beads, they make up most of the projects. The 
bugle beads are long and narrow, they are usually used 
for the legs or wings of the animals. You'll also need wire 
or fishing line depending on the project what you're 
making. 
Also, it's good to have a ruler to measure out the wire 
and scissors or nail clippers to cut the wire.

What techniques are used in this book? Are 
they difficult?
There are quite a lot techniques used in this book, but 
only a very few is a bit difficult. The main technique is 
the Back and Forth technique, which is used in every 
project except the jewelry.  
The other techniques include the different types of leg 
and wing making and etc.. 



I'll explain only the Back and Forth technique here, 
because every other technique that is used in the 
projects are always explained when you need them.
However, if you wish to see the separate technique 
explanations you can find them on my website: 

http://www.marcels-kid-crafts.com/beading-technique.html

So, what is the Back and Forth technique?

I'll explain it in a moment. Let's say you are about to 
begin the bead lizard (which is a good idea if it is your 
first time making bead creatures, because that is one of 
the simplest projects in my book), then you should do the 
following: 

1. The first 2 rows: When you have your materials 
string three black seed beads (the beads of the 
first two rows)  in the center of the wire.

http://www.marcels-kid-crafts.com/beading-technique.html
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2.  Thread either side of the wire through the opposite 
two (the beads of the second row) beads.



3.  Pull it tightly.

4.The third row: String three new beads (red-black-
red) on either side of the wire. 



5.Thread the other side of the wire back through the 
beads. 

6. Pull it tightly. So you’ve made the first 3 rows of the 
lizard using the Back and Forth technique. See how 
easy is it?



The Mouse
Materials: 80 cm (31.5 in) fishing line, red, black and 
white seed beads

Difficulty level: easy

Pattern:



Explanation: 
Start from the nose, make the body using the Back and 
Forth technique.  
At the ears string 6 beads on either wire, then with the 
other wire thread back through 2 beads. Then string 6 
new beads on the same wire and loop back through the 
second bead as shown on the diagram. Now thread the 
same wire through the next 3 beads and string 6 new 
beads. Then loop back through the fifth and sixth beads 
as shown.

Photos: 





The Lizard
Materials: 60 cm (24 in) wire, black, red and yellow seed 
beads

Difficulty level: easy

Pattern: 

Explanation:
Start from at the head and use the Back and Forth 
technique to make the body. Don't forget that this is a 
“flat animal”.
After the fifth row make the front legs as follows: 
string 3 black and 3 yellow beads on either wire. Loop 
the wire around the yellow beads and thread it back 
through the black beads as shown on the diagram.



Photos: 



The Damselfly
Materials: 60 cm (24 in) wire,  orange, turquoise, clear 
seed beads and two clear bugle beads

Difficulty level: easy

Pattern: 



Explanation: 
This isn't a 3D animal, so adjust each row beside the 
others.
Make the first three rows using the Back and Forth 
technique. Then make the wings as follows: string 20 
clear beads on either wire and thread it back through 
the first bead. When you pull it tightly hold that first 
bead very close to the body. Do exactly the same on the 
other side. Bead on one row and then make the wings as 
before. 
Bead on one more row and finally make the tail: string 
five beads on both wires. Finish by looping around and 
through the last bead as shown on the diagram.

Photos: 





The Dragonfly
Material: 100 cm (40 in) wire, red, blue, green and clear 
seed beads and red, green and clear bugle beads

Difficulty level: easy

Pattern: 



Explanation: 
It isn't a 3D animal, so make it flat.
Start at the eyes and using the basic technique make 
two simple rows. Then string the wing beads on either 
wire as shown on the pattern. Thread the end if the wire 
back through the first seed bead and pull it tightly. Do 
exactly the same on the other side.
Bead on one more simple row then make one more set of 
legs as before. Make the next few rows as before and 
finally the tail: string the tail beads as shown on the 
pattern on both wires. Loop either wire around and 
through the last bead.

Photos: 



The Bee
Materials: 70 cm ( 27.5 in) wire, black, yellow and orange 
seed beads

Difficulty level: easy

Pattern: 

Explanation: 
Make the first 6 rows using the Back and Forth 
technique. Then comes the first set of wings: string 21 
yellow seed beads on either wire. 



Loop back through the first seed bead and pull it tightly. 
Hold the first bead very close to the body as you pull 
tightly. 
Repeat it on the other side as well. Bead on one more 
simple row and the make the other set of wings as be-
fore. Make the last ten rows using the Back and Forth 
technique. 

Photos: 



The Ant
Materials: 150 cm (60 in) wire, brown and black seed 
beads and black bugle beads

Difficulty level: easy (however, it takes a while to 
complete)

Pattern: 



Explanation: 
This is a 3D animal so pull each rows tightly to make 
them overlap. 
Start at the abdomen of the ant and bead on till the legs 
using the Back and Forth technique. The legs: string two 
black bugle and three brown seed beads. Then loop your 
wire around the last seed bead and thread it back 
through the rest of the leg. Repeat it on the other side.
The other legs are made in the same way. You can make 
feelers for the ant by leaving about 4-5 cm (about 2 in) 
long wire at the end if you want to.

Photos: 





The Grasshopper
Materials:  80 cm (about 30 in) wire, dark and light 
green seed beads and dark green bugle beads.

Difficulty level: easy

Pattern: 

Explanation: 
Start at the abdomen of the grasshopper using the Back 
and Forth technique. The legs: String on the leg beads 
and loop around the last bead and thread your wire back 
through the rest of the leg. 
You can make feelers if you want to by leaving about 5 
cm (2 in) long wire at the very end.



Photos:



The Caterpillar
Materials: 110 cm (about 45 in) wire, light green, yellow 
and black seed beads

Difficulty level: medium

Pattern: 



Explanation:

Start at the feelers. String six green beads in the 
center of the wire, loop either end of the wire around 
the last bead and thread it back through two beads. 
Repeat it with the other side of the wire.

Now, using the basic technique bead on till the first legs: 
string six green beads on either wire and thread the 
other side of the wire from the opposite direction 
through the first bead. Then string on two more beads 
and loop around the last bead and thread the wire back 
through the second bead and the next three as well. 
Then string on two more beads, and just as before loop 
around the last one and thread the wire back through 
the other bead and the last, remaining one as well. 

Now, you have done the first two legs. Continue using the 
basic technique until the caterpillar's “first hair.” :-)
Then string five yellow beads on either wire and thread 
the other side of the wire through three beads from the 
opposite direction. String on one black bead and thread 
the wire through three beads (including the middle one 
as well).

Now you've done the repeated part so all you have to do 
is repeating six times and then finish off with six more 
simple rows.



Photos: 



The Stag Beetle
Materials: 160 cm (65 in) and 40 cm (15 in) wire, brown 
and black seed beads and black bugle beads

Difficulty level: medium (it takes a good while to make 
the beetle)

Pattern: 

Explanation: 
First make the abdomen of the beetle using the 
basic technique. The legs: string on the leg beads on 
either wire as shown on the pattern and loop around the 
last seed beads and thread your wire back through the 
rest of the leg. Repeat it on the other side as well. When 



you've finished the body string a new wire (A; and B is 
the “old” one) into the two middle beads of the last row. 
Then bead the horns using the Back and Forth technique. 
The first two rows are 3D, but make the rest flat. Make 
the snags just like the legs before.

Photos: 





The Crab
Material: 110 cm (45 in), 2×30 cm (12 in) and 2×15 cm (6 
in) wire, red and black seed beads

Difficulty level: medium, but it takes a good while to 
make the crab.

Pattern: 



Explanation: 
This is quite similar animal to the stag beetle, except for 
the claws. So start off with the 110 cm long wire and 
make the body using the Back and Forth technique. Make 
the legs as follows: string on the leg beads on either wire 
and loop around the last bead and thread your wire back 
through the rest of the leg.

If you want leave about 5 cm (2 in) wire at the end for 
the feelers.

Next, make the claws. Thread one of the 30 cm (12 in) 
wire into the red bead on the pattern. 
Using the basic technique make the claws flat, but watch 
the pattern at the fifth row, because one bead is just on 
one wire and the second part of the claw will be attached 
there. Then thread one of the 15 cm (6 in) wire into the 
outermost bead (which I've just talked about) of the 
fifth row of the claw. Using the basic technique finish 
off the first claw, but remember the whole claw is flat 
so adjust each row like that.

Repeat this whole process on the other side.



Photos:



The Yellow Thrush
Material: 200 cm (80 in), 2×40 cm (16 in) wire and 
yellow, black and red seed beads.

Difficulty level: advanced

Pattern: 

Explanation: 
Start at the beak and using the basic technique make 
the whole body, except for the legs. You can see the how 
the legs are made on the enlarged pattern.



Also, this is a 3D animal so pull each row very tightly to 
make them overlap and adjust them. However, make the 
beak, the wings and the tail flat.
Finally, when you have done the body and the legs thread 
a new wire (40 cm) into the two outside beads of the 
20th row and make the wings using the Back and Forth 
technique. Repeat it on the other side as well.

Photos: 



The Stork
Materials: 80 cm (32 in) + 2×50 cm (20 in) + 3×30 cm (12 
in) wire and white, red and black seed beads.

Difficulty level: advanced

Pattern:

Explanation: 
The stork is made up of four parts: body, wings, legs and 
beak. Only the body is 3D, every other part is flat. First, 
make the body using the Back and Forth technique. 



Watch out at the 8-9th and 15-16th rows and look at the 
pattern! Then make the beak as follows: 
take one of the 30 cm long wires and make three rows 
(each with only 1 bead) then thread the wire into the 
first row of the body as shown on the pattern. Then 
bead on the rest of the beak.

Next make the legs using a 30 cm wire and the Back and 
Forth technique. Look at the pattern for help when 
you're making the toes. 
Finally, make the wings by threading a 50 cm wire into 
the body as shown. Use the basic technique for the 
entire wing and don't forget that it is flat! 
And voila! There's your stork!

Photos:





The Tulip
Material: red, green and light brown seed beads (I 
suggest to use a kind of bright seed beads, because the 
flowers will look much more beautiful) and 7×35 cm (15 
in) and 3×15 cm (6 in) wire

Difficulty level: easy

Pattern: 



Explanation:
First, make every single part of the tulip using the Back 
and Forth technique and remember they're all flat. 
Don't forget to leave about 3-5 cm (2 in) wire at the end 
of each part, because you'll need those ends to attach 
the different parts.
So, when you've done all the parts hold them in a bunch 
(the stamens in the middle and the petals around them 
and the leaf somewhere below them) and simply twist 
the wires together. If a wire seems to be too long cut 
that off and finally adjust the tulip to look even and nice.

Photos:





The Lily
Materials: green, white and light brown seed beads (I 
suggest to use a kind of bright seed beads, because the 
flowers will look much more beautiful) and 8×35 cm (15 
in) and 3×15 cm (6 in) wire

Difficulty level: easy

Pattern:



Explanation:

First, make every single part of the lily using the Back 
and Forth technique and remember they're all flat. 

Don't forget to leave about 3-5 cm (2 in) wire at the end 
of each part, because you'll need those ends to attach 
the different parts.

So, when you've done all parts hold them in a bunch (the 
stamens in the middle and the petals around them and 
the leaves somewhere below them) and simply twist the 
wires together. 
If a wire seems to be too long cut that off and finally 
adjust the lily to look nice and even. 

Here's your lily, isn't it beautiful?



Photos:



The Bracelet
Materials: light green and purple seed beads and 25-40 
cm (10-15 in) depending on the diameter of your wrist 
fishing line

Difficulty level: easy

Pattern:



Explanation:
If you have a hook first tie one part of the hook to the 
fishing line and then follow the following instructions.
String five purple seed beads in the center of the 
fishing line. Thread either side of the fishing line 
through one bead on the opposite side as shown. 
Now string three beads (two purple and one green) on 
one side of the fishing line and two purple beads on the 
other side. Thread the last side of the fishing line 
through the green bead on the other side and pull it 
tightly. 

Now repeat this step over and over again until the 
bracelet is long enough for your wrist. (Don't forget 
that the colors may change!)

When you've finished it simply make a knot, but don't 
cut off the remaining fishing line because you'll need it 
to fix the bracelet to your wrist unless you have a hook. 
Then thread the fishing line through the second part of 
it and then make the knot.



Photos:



The Necklace
Materials: 40 cm (16 in) fishing line if you have a hook, 
otherwise 70 cm (30 in) + 140 cm (55 in) and orange and 
yellow seed beads (if for example the orange beads are 
bigger than the yellows the necklace will look much more 
special)

Difficulty level: easy, but takes a very long time to 
complete

Explanation:
First, take the 70 cm fishing line (if you use a hook take 
the 40 cm and tie its one end to one end of the hook) and 
string yellow and orange seed beads alternately along the 
fishing line to the very end. 
Next simply tie the two ends together or tie the other 
part of the hook the the end. Now, you've done the base.

Now fold the base in half, so you get the middle. String 
the other (longer) fishing line somewhere in the middle 
and adjust it so that one side is a bit longer than the 
other. 
Next string 40 beads (yellow-orange-yellow-orange etc.) 
on the longer side and loop around the last bead and 
thread the fishing line back through the rest of the 
beads. 
Then thread the line through two beads of the base and 
repeat the same step as before but use only 37 beads. 



Repeat these steps but always decrease by 3 beads (40-
37-34-31...) and stop at 19 beads.

Now do exactly the same on the other side of the same 
fishing line. 
And voila! There's your necklace!

Photos:


